
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All-City Arts Showcase Handbook   
Celebrating a tradition of arts education in our schools.  

100th Anniversary Celebration in 2021 
inaugurated 1921 



 ARTS Education Department  |  1 

 Table of Contents  
 

Greetings from the Arts Education Department  2 

Overview 3 

The Virtual Experience (Overview)  4 

Virtual Dates and Deadlines 5 

The Virtual Experience (in Detail): Music 6 

 The Virtual Experience (in Detail): Visual Arts  13 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 ARTS Education Department  |  2 

Greetings from Arts Education Department  
 
Through the arts, we can fuel a student’s imagination and creativity.  The arts enhance a student’s problem-
solving and critical thinking skills, which aid their learning in other subject areas.  An education in the arts 
exposes students to a variety of cultures while enriching their learning experience and teaching them how to be 
empathetic, tolerant, and open to working with others, all necessary skills for success in a multi-cultural society.   
Our purpose is to ensure we provide these opportunities and more for the students of Pittsburgh Public Schools.   
 
This year we are especially proud-- we can now trace the outward celebration of arts education in our district for 
at least 100 years.  In 1921, then PPS Music Director, Dr. Wil Earhart, started the Music Festival comprised of a 
vast chorus comprised of students across the district accompanied by an high schools orchestra ensemble 
before an audience of several thousands.  Today, we refer to that annual celebration as the All-City Arts 

Showcase.  

 
The plans for commemorating the 100th anniversary have begun.  The Arts Education Department and its Arts 
Advisory Council will produce a set of experiences, (a) one that showcases our students’ artistic talents and skills 
through concerts and exhibitions—but virtually, this year; and (b) a historical journey of 100 years of the 
highlights of arts education in Pittsburgh Public Schools through an exhibition.    
 
As we say every year, “We Need You to Make It Great!  It is nearly impossible to chronicle and celebrate the past 
one hundred years without the friends and supporters of the district’s arts education programs. However, we 
would like to acknowledge and thank you now for supporting these efforts of placing arts as a priority in our 
district to assure the arts will be here for the next one hundred years. 
 
Supporting the Arts,  
 

Dr. Kymberly M. Cruz Dr. Christopher Protho Mrs. Christina ‘Nina’ Unitas 

Senior Program Officer, 
Arts Education 

Coordinator, 
Performing Arts 

Coordinator, 
Visual Arts and Design 
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Overview 
 
The purpose of the annual All-City Arts Showcase is to provide access, equity and capacity beyond the arts 
classrooms by celebrating the arts learning, creativity and talents of the Pittsburgh Public Schools students in 
the four disciplines (visual arts, dance, music and theatre). 
 
The musical concerts—one of the oldest traditions in PPS, began in 1921—attracts students at the elementary, 
middle, and high school levels. The Syria Mosque and Carnegie Music Hall was the host venue for many of the 
early performances. 
 
The All-City Visual Arts programs provides a unique opportunity to showcase achievement in the Visual Arts and 
Design and exhibit student work (2D, 3D, and digital artwork) to the public in a highly-visible, public exhibition 
spaces in both the Pittsburgh’s Cultural District and Manchester’s neighborhood. 
 
In 2016, Alt-City was included to offer opportunities for students to create original works of art, and then exhibit 
and perform those works in arts disciplines that typically are revered as an alternative, or on the fringe. 
 
Today, there are two facets to the All-City Arts Showcase: district-sponsored events and district-supported events.  
The Arts Education Department sponsors the All-City Elementary and Middle Schools Choral Festival, All-City 
Junior Instrumental Concert, and K-8 Visual Arts Exhibition and Awards Ceremony.  
 
We partner with Manchester Craftsmen’s Guild to sponsor the MCG Invitational for high schools and Carnegie 
Mellon University to sponsor the All-City High School Music Festival.  The Arts Education Department continues 
to support individual schools that produce and perform musicals and theatrical productions.   
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All-City Arts Showcase 2021: A Virtual Experience 
 

All-City Performing Arts Ensembles will practice, rehearse, and perform virtually until further notice.    

All-City Performing Arts is one of the oldest traditions in PPS, celebrating its 100th in 2021.  Any student in 
grades 3-12 at beginning to advanced levels in their area of musical interest are eligible to join district-wide 
instrumental or vocal music. Participating students will have the opportunity to practice virtually prior to being 
recorded utilizing the District’s Schoology platform.  The ensembles available this school year are: 

• Senior Choir, Grades 9-12 
• Junior Choir, Grades 6-8 
• Intermediate Choir, Grades 4-5 

• Orchestras I and II, Grades 4-12 
• Wind Ensemble, Grades 9-12 
• Symphonic Band, Grades 4-8 
• Concert Band, Grades 4-8 
• Jazz Bands I and II, Grades 4-12 
• Bell-Aires, Grades 3-5  

 

All-City Visual Arts Programs provide a unique opportunity to showcase student achievement in visual and 
media arts and exhibit their work in highly-visible, public or digital exhibition spaces in Pittsburgh.  The Spring 
exhibition, curated by the PPS Arts Education Department, showcases 2D, 3D, and time-based artwork by PPS 
elementary, middle, and high school students.  
 

All-City Visual Arts exhibitions will be presented virtually, including:  

• All-City Elementary and Middle School Visual Arts Exhibitions:  Annual exhibition held in 
partnership with Manchester Craftsmen’s Guild.  The artwork is submitted by art teachers and the final 
exhibition will be held virtually through the All-City exhibition website.   

 
• All-City High School Visual Arts Exhibition.  The MCG Invitational annual juried arts exhibition held 

in partnership with Manchester’s Craftsmen’s Guild (MCG) provides PPS high school students to 
opportunity to exhibit their artwork and competed for accolades and awards exceeding $100,000.  The 
MCG Invitational highlights talent, rewards achievement, and encourages hope among those who 
might otherwise be overlooked. The artwork is submitted by art teachers, students, and parents, and 
juried by a committee through MCG.  The final exhibition will be held virtually through the All-City and 
MCG exhibition websites.  
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The Virtual Dates and Deadlines  
Event Grades Date Applications 

Due 
Location Entry and 

Participation 
Criteria 

Visual Arts 
Exhibition & 

Awards 

K-8 April-June Not Applicable 
(see below) 

Virtual  Teacher 
Recommendation 

Visual Arts 
Exhibition & 

Awards 

9-12 April 12- 
May 14 

 
Awards: May 5 

Submission 
Window  

January 25 -
February 26 

Virtual  Teacher 
Recommendation and 

Student’s Self-
Selection 

Commemorating  
Centennial Art  

K-12 September -
Janaury 2021 

February 28 Virtual Student’s Self 
Participation 

Choirs 4-12 April-June November  Virtual Teacher 
Recommendation or 

Previous Year 
Participation  

Bands and 
Orchestras 

4-12 April-June November Virtual Relevant Skill Set* 
and/or Previous Year 

Participation  
* See Pages 7-9 for relevant skill sets. 

 
 
 
 
 

Remove ”2020-2021” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

All district-wide arts programs will be held remotely until further notice. 



 ARTS Education Department  |  6 

The Virtual Experience, Detailed 
The Arts Education Department is committed to producing a virtual experience that mirroring or exceeding the 
quality of our in-person.  We will present the concert through a combination of live and pre-recorded footage.  
The virtual concerts will launch in April with the access to the concert through June 2021.  
 
For Music Ensembles 

CHOIR 
SENIOR CHOIR:  
9th– 12th Grade 

JUNIOR CHOIR:  
6th-8th Grade 

INTERMEDIATE CHOIR: 
 4th-5th Grade 

EXPERIENCE: Students of all experience and skill levels are welcome in this ensemble. 
ABOUT THE ALL-CITY CHOIRS:  Singers in the All-City Choirs will develop individual vocal skills while 
strengthening their ability to perform as part of an ensemble. Students will be given a chance to explore their 
vocal capacity and receive training in vocal technique that includes developing good tone quality, intonation, 
and breathing techniques. Through exercises, rehearsals, and performances, students will receive exposure 
to and experience in a variety of choral music, including spirituals, folk music, madrigals, contemporary 
pieces, and more. 
PRACTICE AND RECORDING INFORMATION:  Students will receive access to materials to prepare for the 
virtual concert uploaded in an All-City Arts Showcase group within Schoology.  Each music file will include: 

• a copy of the sheet music,  
• any director’s notes,  
• audio tracks of: (a) the piece played by a full ensemble, (b) each individual part with piano 

accompaniment, and (c) the piano accompaniment.   
Students are to practice independently with Wednesdays (asynchronous school days) reserved for tutorial 
sessions or office hours.  We are reserving studio recording days to record each student individually to later 
mix together creating a complete, unified performance.   During the recording session, students will need to 
be dressed in formal concert attire (See item #3 under Student Expectations section). Individual student 
photographs will be taken to be incorporated into the finished virtual concert.  Video footage will also be 
captured during each student’s recording session. Students need to know their music prior to recording.  
Studio recording times are not reserved for rehearsal or practice.  If students are unfamiliar with the 
repertoire, they will not be recorded. 

STUDIO RECORDING and PHOTO SHOOT INFORMATION 
Studio Recording and Photography Dates:  
March 2021 
Please allow 30 minutes for this session. During this 
time, students will warm up, record takes on video, 
and have their picture taken.  (Note: Students may 
opt out of including their video in the virtual 

Studio Recording Location:  
TBD 
Several locations in different Pittsburgh regions 
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performance video.  All students’ musical 
performances will be recorded.) 

 
ORCHESTRA 

ORCHESTRA I: 9th-12th Grade ORCHESTRA II: 4th-8th Grade 
EXPERIENCE:  Students should have at least one year of playing experience in a string or full orchestra 
and/or have one year of private lesson experience. 
SKILL SET:  All students should be able to play one-octave scales in the keys of G and D Major.  Students 
interested in Orchestra I should be able to play scales in C, G, D, and F Major. Orchestra I students should be 
able to play 2-octave scales. 
ABOUT THE ALL-CITY ORCHESTRAS:  Violin, viola, cello, and string bass musicians will come together in 
Orchestra to rehearse and perform a variety of music while strengthening their technical and artistic skills. 
Students newer to the string experience are encouraged to perform with Orchestra II, with more advanced 
players performing in Orchestra I.  Ensemble members will show superior leadership by consistent rehearsal 
attendance and at-home practice. 
PRACTICE AND RECORDING INFORMATION:  Students will have materials to prepare for the virtual 
concert uploaded in an All-City Arts Showcase group within Schoology.  Each music file will include: 

• a copy of the sheet music,  
• any director’s notes,  
• audio tracks of: (a) the piece played by a full ensemble and (b) each individual part.   

Students are to practice independently with Wednesdays (asynchronous school days) reserved for tutorial 
sessions or office hours.  We are reserving studio recording days to record each student individually to later 
mix together creating a complete, unified performance.   During the recording session, students will need to 
be dressed in formal concert attire (See item #3 under Student Expectations section). Individual student 
photographs will be taken to be incorporated into the finished virtual concert.  Video footage will also be 
captured during each student’s recording session. Students need to know their music prior to recording.  
Studio recording times are not reserved for rehearsal or practice.  If students are unfamiliar with the 
repertoire, they will not be recorded.   

STUDIO RECORDING and PHOTO SHOOT INFORMATION 
Studio Recording and Photography Dates:  
March 2021 
Please allow 30 minutes for your session. This is to 
warm up, record takes, have photo taken.  (Note: 
Students may opt out of including their video in the 
virtual performance video.  All students’ musical 
performances will be recorded.) 

Studio Recording Location:  
TBD 
Several locations in different Pittsburgh regions 
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BAND 
WIND ENSEMBLE:  
9th-12th Grade 

SYMPHONIC BAND: 
5th-8th Grade 

CONCERT BAND: 
4th-8th Grade 

EXPERIENCE:  Students should have at least one year of (a) playing experience in a concert band, (b) playing 
experience as a woodwind, brass, or percussion player in an orchestra, and/or (c) private lesson experience. 
SKILL SET:  All students should be able to play a one-octave scale in B-flat Concert, play initial accidentals 
(such as E Natural or A-flat concert), and read basic rhythms, time signatures, and key signatures.  Students 
interested in Symphonic Band should be able to play scales in B-flat, E-flat, and F Concert and read rhythms 
of intermediate difficulty (including sixteenth notes, triplets, and dotted rhythms). Wind Ensemble students 
should be able to play scales in A-flat through C, should be able to perform 2-octave scales, and should be 
able to read more complex rhythms, time signatures, and key signatures (including time and key changes). 
ABOUT THE ALL-CITY BANDS:  Woodwind, brass, and percussion students will rehearse pieces of band 
repertoire of appropriate difficulty from a range of styles and time periods. There will be a focus on 
developing and demonstrating fundamental ensemble skills, including tone, balance, blend, musical 
expression, phrasing, intonation, and rhythm. Students in these ensembles are expected to attend all 
rehearsals, maintain a consistent at-home practice routine, and come to rehearsals with their music prepared. 
Students will work in collaboration with the directors and fellow musicians to create a musical experience that 
is satisfying for performers and audience members alike. 
PRACTICE AND RECORDING INFORMATION:  Students will have materials to prepare for the virtual 
concert uploaded in an All-City Arts Showcase group within Schoology.  Each music file will include: 

• a copy of the sheet music,  
• any director’s notes,  
• audio tracks of: (a) the piece played by a full ensemble and (b) each individual part.   

Students are to practice independently with Wednesdays (asynchronous school days) reserved for tutorial 
sessions or office hours.  We are reserving studio recording days to record each student individually to later 
mix together creating a complete, unified performance.   During the recording session, students will need to 
be dressed in the in formal concert attire (See item #3 under Student Expectations section). Individual 
student photographs will be taken to be incorporated into the finished virtual concert.  Video footage will also 
be captured during each student’s recording session. Students need to know their music prior to recording.  
Studio recording times are not reserved for rehearsal or practice.  If students are unfamiliar with the 
repertoire, they will not be recorded.   

STUDIO RECORDING and PHOTO SHOOT INFORMATION 
Studio Recording and Photography Dates:  
March 2021 
Please allow 30 minutes for this session. During this 
time, students will warm up, record takes on video, 
and have their picture taken.  (Note: Students may 
opt out of including their video in the virtual 

Studio Recording Location:  
TBD 
Several locations in different Pittsburgh regions 
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performance video.  All students’ musical 
performances will be recorded.) 

 
JAZZ BAND 

JAZZ BAND I: 9th-12th Grade JAZZ BAND II: 4th-8th Grade 
EXPERIENCE:  Students should have at least one year of playing experience in a concert, jazz, or rock band, 
and/or private lesson experience.  Students do not have to play a traditional jazz instrument to participate. 
SKILL SET:  All students should be able to play a one-octave scale in B-flat Concert, play initial accidentals 
(such as E Natural or A-flat concert), and read basic rhythms, time signatures, and key signatures.  Students 
interested in Jazz Band I should be able to play scales in B-flat, E-flat, and F Concert and additional 
accidentals appropriate to the keys and modes.  All students should be able to perform with appropriate 
swing rhythms in a steady beat and perform sections of jazz charts (head, breaks, etc.) as directed.  Most 
importantly, all students must be willing to take opportunities to improvise in rehearsal and/or in 
performance within the time and tonal structure of the piece. 
ABOUT THE ALL-CITY JAZZ BANDS:  Woodwind, brass, and percussion students will rehearse pieces of jazz 
repertoire of appropriate difficulty and experience the enjoyment and freedom that come with the jazz style. 
There will be a focus on extending students’ existing skills on their developing and demonstrating 
fundamental ensemble skills. Students in these ensembles are expected to attend all rehearsals, maintain a 
consistent at-home practice routine, and come to rehearsals with their music prepared. Students will work in 
collaboration with the directors and fellow musicians to create a musical experience that is satisfying for 
performers and audience members alike. 
PRACTICE AND RECORDING INFORMATION:  Students will have materials to prepare for the virtual 
concert uploaded in an All-City Arts Showcase group within Schoology.  Each music file will include: 

• a copy of the sheet music,  
• any director’s notes,  
• audio tracks of (a) the piece played by a full ensemble and (b) each individual part. 

Students are to practice independently with Wednesdays (asynchronous school days) reserved for tutorial 
sessions or office hours.  We are reserving studio recording days to record each student individually to later 
mix together creating a complete, unified performance.   During the recording session, students will need to 
be dressed in the in formal concert attire (See item #3 under Student Expectations section). Individual 
student photographs will be taken to be incorporated into the finished virtual concert.  Video footage will also 
be captured during each student’s recording session. Students need to know their music prior to recording.  
Studio recording times are not reserved for rehearsal or practice.  If students are unfamiliar with the 
repertoire, they will not be recorded.   

STUDIO RECORDING and PHOTO SHOOT INFORMATION 
Studio Recording and Photography Dates:  
March 2021 

Studio Recording Location:  
TBD 
Several locations in different Pittsburgh regions 
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Please allow 30 minutes for this session. During this 
time, students will warm up, record takes on video, 
and have their picture taken.  (Note: Students may 
opt out of including their video in the virtual 
performance video.  All students’ musical 
performances will be recorded.) 

 
BELL-AIRES 

3rd – 5th Grades 
EXPERIENCE/SKILL SET:  No experience or specific skills are required. 
ABOUT THE BELLE AIRS:  The Belle Airs is an ensemble which is making its return to the All-City Arts 
Showcase.  Students, playing bells and bell-like instruments with metal or wooden bars, will combine their 
performances to create a visual and musical experience for our youngest performers. 
PRACTICE AND RECORDING INFORMATION:  Students will have materials to prepare for the virtual 
concert uploaded in an All-City Arts Showcase group within Schoology.  Each music file will include (a) 
audio/video instruction for students to imitate, learn, and practice and (b) an audio recording of the 
combined music for student to practice with. 

Students are to practice independently with Wednesdays (asynchronous school days) reserved for students to 
ask questions or play along with a teacher.  We are reserving studio recording days to record each student 
individually to later mix together creating a complete, unified performance.   During the recording session, 
students will need to be dressed in the in formal concert attire (See item #3 under Student Expectations 
section). Individual student photographs will be taken to be incorporated into the finished virtual concert.  
Video footage will also be captured during each student’s recording session. Students need to know their 
music prior to recording.  Studio recording times are not reserved for rehearsal or practice.  If students 
are unfamiliar with the repertoire, they will not be recorded.   

STUDIO RECORDING and PHOTO SHOOT INFORMATION 
Studio Recording and Photography Dates:  
March 2021 
Please allow 30 minutes for this session. During this 
time, students will warm up, record takes on video, 
and have their picture taken.  (Note: Students may 
opt out of including their video in the virtual 
performance video.  All students’ musical 
performances will be recorded.) 

Studio Recording Location:  
TBD 
Several locations in different Pittsburgh regions 

 
 



 ARTS Education Department  |  11 

Student Expectations for Musical Ensembles 
1. Registration Form Completion  
All Choir and Instrumental forms must be submitted online to the Arts Education Department 
www.pghschools.org/allcityarts by the deadline on November 25, 2020.  Registration includes the ability to opt 
out of the student’s video recording in the final performance video. (The musical performances of students who 
opt out of video recording will still be a part of the recording.)  By completing the registration form, the child 
and parent agree to the following disclaimer: 
 

By completing this form and participating in the 2021 All-City Arts Showcase, my child and I agree to the 
following:  

• My child will fully participate to prepare for the virtual concert for the April release date, including 
music preparation, studio recording, and photo shoot session.  

• I understand that my child’s participation is a privilege, a privilege that may be removed if he/she fails 
to comply with any of the rules and expectations below.  

• My child will well represent his/her school and the Pittsburgh Public Schools by:  
(a) Preparing the provided music to the best of their ability,  
(b) Dressing and behaving appropriately, and  
(c) Following all school and District rules, including District Policy 215 (Prohibition Against 

Bullying/Harassment).  
• I permit the Pittsburgh Public Schools and any of its departments or offices (including, but not 

limited to, the Arts Education Department) to use my name, likeness, and performance for any 
instructional, marketing, or other purpose (including photos, social media, video and/or audio 
recordings) without notice or compensation [parenthesis removed]. I understand I must accompany 
my elementary school-aged child to and from the recording session and/or ensure my middle- or 
high-school child has timely transportation to and from the recording session. 

 
2. Independent Practice 
Students will be expected to use the audio recordings stored in Schoology to assist with independent practice.  
Music teachers will be available on Wednesdays (asynchronous days) to provide tutorial during prescribed office 
hours.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 ARTS Education Department  |  12 

 
3. Concert Attire 
Students can choose to wear: 

• Black suits with white shirts or black dress shirts with black dress pants (no red tie). The Arts Education 
Department will provide black bow ties during the video and photo shoots. 

• Uninterrupted black dress below the knee with black hosiery 
• Uninterrupted black dress pants with a black blouse/shirt 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Health and Safety at Recording Sessions 
In keeping with the Pittsburgh Public Schools plan to maintain the health and safety of students and staff, the 
Arts Education Department requires the following safety precautions (dependent on the appropriate guidelines 
at the time of the recording sessions) including, but not limited to: 

• To minimize the number of persons in the building at one time, parents/guardians are not permitted to 
enter the building during the student recording session. 

• Student’s temperature will also be taken upon arrival.   
• Students must wear a mask at all times except when singing or while being photographed.   
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The Virtual Experience, Detailed (continued) 
The virtual exhibiton will launch in April with the access  through June 2021.  
 
For Visual Arts  

VISUAL ARTS 
K-8 

Annually, teachers submit student work to celebrate our children through a district-wide 
exhibition of the visual arts. In March of 2020 (when schools were closed throughout the 
State of Pennsylvania) we were in the process of collecting student works for the 2020 K-8 
exhibition. Every effort will be made to collect images of as many of these works as possible 
to be included in the 2021 All-City Arts Showcase that will be viewed virtually.  Images will 
be curated on presentation of the work and must meet resolution criteria set by the 
department. Parent(s)/guardian(s) will receive notification informing them that their child’s 
work will be on exhibit. 

VISUAL ARTS 
9-12 

Students in grades nine through twelve are invited to submit works through the 
collaborative platform organized by the Manchester Craftsmen’s Guild Youth Arts program. 
All-City submissions can be made using the MCG link that will be shared with teachers via 
email when made available. 

 
COMMEMORATING OUR CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY   

 
GRADES  
K - 12 

Theme: 100 Years – The World Through My Eyes 
Art can be found throughout our world and it important to note that our understanding of 
this contributes to visual literacy. Images play a significant role in our daily life as we 
encounter them at a rapid pace. Students are encouraged to respond in their own creative 
ways in order to express how they are or have been feeling during these times. Students in 
kindergarten through twelfth grade are invited to submit works of art for the 100th 
Anniversary Celebration that will be shared as a special exhibition. During times when 
connecting with others looks differently as we socially distance and navigate our world, we 
can come together as a community to connect through the art we create. Art offers a space to 
share our perspectives while celebrating each other and our lived experiences. Students are 
asked to reflect on one (or more if they wish) of the following prompts and then respond by 
creating a visual work of art.   
  

During 2020 and thinking about 2021:  
What has changed?  What has remained the same?   
What do you wish was different? What is important to you?  
 

We are looking forward to taking the time to celebrate our youth and their creative spirits 
and voices through this special exhibition. 
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Student Guidelines for Artwork to Celebrate 100 Years   
 

1. Requirements 
• Artwork must be an original work of the student. 
• Students must be currently enrolled in grades K – 12. 
• Artwork is limited to one entry per student. 
• Images of student artwork should be submitted at the highest resolution possible.                                        

(TIP: If using a cell phone, send image as it was originally captured by your phone.) 
• Original artwork can be created in any medium including digital art. 
• Each piece of art must be submitted by a parent or legal guardian of the student. 
• Additional authorizations and requirements are contained in the official entry form that must be 

acknowledged and agree to with each submission. 
• Images will be curated for appropriate content. 

 
2. Submitting Entries 
The submission period begins November 1, 2020 and concludes on February 28, 2021 at midnight EST.  
Schools, organizations, and community groups are asked to encourage parents to submit one entry per student 
to www.pghschools.org/allcityarts . 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WE NEED YOU TO MAKE IT GREAT! 


